T OW THE JAPS FISIL

CATCHING THE FINNY TRIBE BY
MEANS OF TRAINED COMORANTS.

A Trip Up the River in the Horio Marn,
s Ploasant but s OQueer Craft—Great
Skill Required in Handling the Big
Birds—A Sport That Is Exclting
Gifu is the place to go to if you care to sea

in all its perfection one of the oldest extant

forms of piscatory craft. To see the fishing
at all you must be there between May and

Octlober, which aro the limits of the season.

To see it to full advantage you should choose |
a time whon the river Is free from turbidity |

and when there is no moonlight—the darker
the night the better. Further, if you are
wise, you will take care tosee it after the
manner of the country and in the company
of a plpasant party of Japanase. That ishow
I saw it, and what | saw [ now proceed to
tell,

It was but a short drive from our inn at
(Gifu to the riverside tea house that served as

the real starting point of theexpedition. Em- |

barking there after pightfall in & roomy
pleasure barge, we set off on an up stream
voyage, in which our craft was alternately
poled and towed over the shoals and rapids
of the wide and shallow Nagaragawa. Out-
side the night was darkness itself and pro
foundly still.
THE PARAPHERNALIA,

After perhaps an bour of struggle up
stream the barge is brought to rest at a con-
venient place in mid channel, there to await
the arrival of the cormorant fishers we have
come Lo sce,

Presently the fArst sign is detected—a spot
of hazy red glow, shining over the trees from
a reach two or three miles above us, Here
upon our chief boatman erects his private

signal—a mighty paper lantern of a red and |

white basket pattern. Steadily the glow
spreads and deepens until, as the last inter-

vening point is cleared, wa desery its canse— |

a constellation of shifting, flickering lights,
drifting down the dark river townrd us. By
degrees these develop into balls of fire, seven
in number, easting as muny long corusea-
tions of light before them from their reflec-
tion in the waters of the stream. The fives
we now see are preat cages of blazing pine
knots suspended over the bow of
darting forth flames and sparks. and forever
dropping embers, which fall with loud hiss-
ing into the stream. Nearer still they come.
The men have scen our signal amd are ma-
neuvering so as to surround us, which being
done, we find ourselves in the midst of all
the uproar and excitement of cormorant
fishing a Ia Japonaise,

Now todeseribe the sport. There are, to
begrinawith, four men in each of the seyen
boata,.one of wham, at the stern, has no duty
but that of managing his craft., In the bow
stands the master, distinguished by the pe
culiar hat of his rank and handling no fewer
than twelve trained birds with the surpass-
ing skill andcoolness that have- carned for
the' sportsmen of Gifn their unrivaled pre-
eminenos Amidships is amother fisher, of’
the second grade, who handles four birds
only. Between them is the fourth man,
ealled kako, from the bmmboo striking in-
situment-of 'that name, with which he makes
ibe clatter necessary for keeping the birds up
to their work. He also encourages them by
shouls and cries, looks after spare apparatus,
ebe,, and isready to give aidiif required,

Each cormorant wears at the base of its
veck a metal ring, drawn tight enough to
prevent marketable fish from passing below
#, but at the same time loose enough, for it
is never removed, to ndmit the simaller prey,
which serves asfood. Round the bidy is a
cord, hayiug attached to it ot the middle of

cach boat,

the baek a short strip of stiffich whalebons, |

by which the great, awkward Lird may be
convenieotly lowered into the watar or lifted
out when at work: and to this whalebone is
looped & thin rein of spruce fiber, twelve fest
long, and so far wanting in plianey as to
minimiza the chanees of entanglement
THE PIEHING
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watch for the moment when any of his fock
is gorged—a fact generally made known by
the bird 1self, which then swims about in a
foolish, Lhelpless wav, with its head wnd swol-
len neck ereet, Thereupon the
shortening in on that bird, lifts it aboard,
forees its biil open with his left hand, which
still bolds the rest of the lines, squeezes out
the fish with his right, and starts the crea-
ture out on a fresh . foray—all this with such
admirable dexterity and quickness that the
eleven birds still bustling aboul have scarce
time to get things into a tangle, and in an-
other moment the team is again perfectly in
hand,

Asfor the cormorants, thay are trained
when quite young, being caught in winter
with bird lime on the consts of the neighboring
Owari gulf, at their first immigration south-
ward from the summer haunts of the species
on the northerp ssaboard of Japan. Once
trained they work well upto 15, oftéar up to
10 or 20 years of age; -::,!-hmth their keep
in winter bears hardly on the masters, they

_are very precious and profitable hunters«dwss.
ing the flve months season and well deserve
the great care that is lavished upon them.
From four to eight good sized fish, for ex-
anaple, is the [alrresull of a single exoursion
for one bird, which with an

average of about 150 fish per cormorant
par.hour, or 450 for. the three bours'
drifting down the whole course, Every

ina flock has and knows its number; and

one of the funniest things about them is the
quick witted jealousy with which they inves
riably insist, by all that cormorant language
and pantomimic protest can do, on dus ob-
sarvance of the recognized. rights belonging
to their individual numbers. No, 1, or

“Lehi," is the doyen of the corps, the senior
in years as well as rank,

Baut all this while we have been drifting
down, with the boats mbout us, to the lower
end/of the course, and are’ again abreast of
Gifa, where the whole squadron - is beached..
As each cormorant is now taken out of the
water the master can tell by its weight
whether it has secured smeugh supper while
engaged in the hunt; falling which, ho makes
the deficiency good by foeding It with the in-

her as they
shall e no impediment of fouling
ave his eves evarvwhers and his

Specially must he

master, |

ferior fish of the eatch. A% length all are
rangeil in their due order, facing outward on
| the gunwale of ench boat. And the sight of
| that array of great ungainly sea birds—shak-
ing themselves, flapping their wings, gaw-
| pawing, making their tollets, clearing their
| throats, looking about them with a stare of
stupid solemnity, and now and then Indulging
'in old maidish tiffs with their neighbors—is
quite the strangest of its class I have ever
seen. —Tokio Letter in London Times,

! THE WICKED FLEA, !
' T R |
| How He Dites and Makes Miserable the

European Traveler. |

Almost everybody likes to travel for the
purpose of secing new and strange sights,
At least almost every person thinks be would
like to visit places he has never seen. He
| does not know whether he would like it or
not until be has tried it,

Almost everybody I meet would like to go
to Europe, and this is especially trusof young
people. The imagination works up a very
lively programme, which is filled up with un-
alloyed pleasure, No allowance is made for
any miscarringes, none for great fatigue,
none for the lnck of accustomed comforts and
luxuries, none for unexpected sot backs and
difficulties.

The average small boy or girl would say
that he preferred three meals a day for a
woek of very swoet enke to the same number
of repasts of oatmeal porridge; but he would
change his mind before the week was out.
When 1 went out to ride in the country
around Constantinople a big flock of quails
was always flying abead of the carriage, and
the Palace of the SBweet Waters seemed to be
in & cloud of these birds. At the hotel it was
quail at every meal till I hated the sight of
Yhem; and since that I have never cared to
eat them,

1 do not intend to give a list of the annoy-
ances one encounters in foreign travel. It
may seem ineradible to my young friends that

so insiznificant an insect ns the wicked flea
| can geriously interfere with so grand an
achievement ns n tour abroad. [ do not im-
agive that | Lave suilered more than the av-
ernge traveler in Bpain, Italy and some other
countries, thongh my skin may be thinner
than that of most of themt but [ look upon
the fea ns 1 bave seen him muognitied on a
white gurfuce by the lenses of the sclentist,
| To me he ig bigger than an elephant, and it
| poems as thoogh the bite of a erocodiles would
be pleasant compared with that of the blood-
thirsty insect. This monster has not only
| kept me nwake all night when [ needed sleep,
but he has made me writhe and squirm all
day. 1 reuslly believe the fleas in Italy and
| Spain are more to be dreaded than the ban-
ditti of those countries,

Spain and Italy are not alone in subjecting
the traveler to the torture of the wicked flea,
Even in the far north, where ice and snow
dominate the year, the fesive flea has a resi-
dence. One night 1 went to bed, tired out
after a hard day's work, sight seeing, in a
hotel in Christiania, in Norway. 1 soon found
that 1 could not go to sleep, sleepy as [ was,
1 thought I had an attack of hives or rash, or
that I had captured the itch in somé steamer
or hotel,

I lay in torment till I heard & clock strike
the midnight hour. Then I became desperate
and leaped from the bed. 1 lighted my two
candles, determined to ascertiain what the
matter was, [ could find nothing on my
skin that looked like scabies, and then witha
candle in each hand 1 examined thebed. It
was swarming with a very large sized, blue-
black flea: and [ had learned by experience
that this sort was particularly wicked,

I took my corn broom and brushed them
out of the bed and tried again to sleep, ex-
pecting to have my bones picked clean be-
fore morning, though I was to be called at 5
to take a steamer. [ struggled in vain for
anotber hour, and then got up again. 1
brushed the monsters all out again, and this
| time I was careful that no part of the bed
clothes should drop down to the flour., This
succeeded, At any rate, I was so exhaunsted
that at last I went to aleep. |

I was called in two hours:; nnd in what con-
dition was | to appreciate the scenery of the
Christinnia Fjlowd? Assoon as the steamer
wis in the Skager Rack 1 went tosleep. That
night T had my Lastle and defear at the teeth
of the red arinored kuights of miy berth in a

butte,

In H ned ono night I was bitten one il
lion 1 wmother kind of flea, hprdly |
wickd Lot not count i 1, but I est
mated] then Walkiug througn the Cirous of
Maxent i Roie, 1 smclivd peunyroyal
[ beged Deswrad thint thies berh was @an antudols
for the wi ked lil'.‘l,i;- it f& for bluck flivs
and tmesquitovs, 1 gathered a consideralle

but 1 did wot sctually suller
from the depredations of Lbhe terrible moun-

quantity ol 1]

ster in Italy.
In Burgos, in Spain, after looking over the

magnificent enthedral and glancing at the
! bones of the Cul and his wife, our party of

three took o carringe at the hotel 1o visit the
| tomb of the Cld, six or seven miles from the
city, The vohicie was tumble down old
| hack. A kind of cloth with a nap to it bad |
been used to piece out the worn out lining, 1
wore long boots, and in a few mioutes the
armies of the wicked flea began to altack me |
by making an advance on my legs.

There was no road to the convent that con-
tains the tomb, and the old carriage bounced
ovar rocks, sometimes a foot high, and we
were pitched from one side to the other of
the interior and into the laps of each other.
We laughed at the bumps we got and should
bhave had n lively time of it if the fleas had
not spoiled , all. the fun. We writhed and
squirmed as though we were bitten by snakes.
In spite of bis prowess and ' the supernatural
ald bhe received in his mighty wvictories, 1
doubt if the.Cid Campeador could bave con-
quered the army that beset our party,

Twisting about and pirovetting like a
French dascingmaster, Llooked at thg tomb,
but [ did not take much interest init. At
the hotel I brushed the: Heas put.of thedoside
of my clothes and applied eologne to the skin,
and it was very refreshiog. Theun lput an
abundange of penpyroyal in my garmenta
I'was all right till I took in & new stock i
Madrid. They worried aonsh tortured, my
companions and mysalf beyond endurance, 1

tal, which was of some service, but I still re-
gard the wicked Guas as one of the scourges
of travel.—Oliver Optic ih Philadelphia

i

1 New York's-Riders.

Thirty years ago there was one riding
school in the city and not more than 200 reg+
men,

wlar riders, of which the large majority were
Now there are six public and one
wate sehiool with 2,000 or more teained

obtaived a bottle of flesy powder at theoapis |

AN "ARAB SAYING.
Remember, three things come not back:
The arvow sent upon its track—

It will not swerve, it will not stay

Tea speed: it flies to wound or slay.

The spoken word, 8o soon forgot
By thee: but it has perlshed not:
In other hearts “tis lving still,

And doing wark for good or ill |

And the lost opportanity

That cometh back no rgore to thee.

In vain thou weepest, in valn dost yearn,

Those three will never more return.
~Constantina E. Brooks In Century

An Uncommon Royal Spectacle,

Apropos of grand dukes, it may be inter
esting to state that the czar has receutly
given the rare spectacle of an autocratic sov+
ereign freely renouncing some of his privi-
leges and reducing the amount of moneys at-
tributed to members of his family out of the
state budget, The smpress, who received an-
nually 600,000 rubles—a ruble is nearly equal
to eighty cents—will gev only 200,000 bere-
after, and in case of widowhood her dowry
will be reduced by one-half, if she resides out-
side of Russia, Instead of 500,000 rubles, the
czarowitz will have only 190,000; and his
wife 50,000 instead of 150,000, as now, On her
husband's death she would get a pension of
100,000 rubles instead of 800,000, if she re-
gides within the empire, and only 50,000 in
case of her residing abroad. The grand dukes,
brothers of the reigning cegar, who received
100,000 rubles as a pension until now, will get
no more than 83,000, The daughters and
granddnughters of the emperor will receive
from the state a dot of 1,000,000, and nothing
more. Each son of the czar will get at his
majority appanages bringing a determined
income and 1,000,000 rubles toward the build-
ing and furnishing of a palace. Bimilar re-
ductions have been ordered by the czar in re-
gard to money appropriastions made to other
members of the imperial family.—New York
Tribune.

The Drakeman’s Loss.

There is danger that the modern passenger
brakeman will die of ennui. On the Fort
Wayne rowd there is now in process of testing
a device wlhich is 1w be operated by com-
pressed sir from the engineer’s cab, and
which Is, in eflect, a noiseless annunciator,

quietly informing the passengers, through

their eyes, not their enrs, of the name of the
next stoppinge 'Iil.'l.l'l'. '”:l'.ﬂ. if g*'h#'t'll“‘\' uliuli{-
ad, will rob the brakeman of the dear joy of
shouting in an unknown tesgue, One by one
this official's duties have passed away. A
decade ago he twisted the hand brake as vig-
orously, and oftener, than did his co-worker
on the freight train. Airand the engineer
now perform that arduousduty. Now comes
the silent, air operated station annunciator.
There are a few privileges, however, left to
the passenger brakeman, which the man in
the engiue cannot take away. There are
pretty girls to help on and off, fat women,
babies, old men and packages unnumbered to
look after. But the vocal training of the
brakeman will be totally neglected, and he
will at times sigh for the days when he could
relieve his feelings by splitting some passen-
ger's ear drum and emitting s language that
Max Muller himself could not interpret.—
Pittsburg Bulletin.

Bat It Sounded Well.
Cheeriboy—Hello, old man! Where bave
you been for six months!
Beediman— Well—I've been—in the' light-
house service,
C.—Ah! a most henorsbile job.
B.~—~Thanks, But, you ses, I've been man-

for a barn storming dramatic 3
M Pitteburg Bulletin, © | =
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M. B.McKRELL,

In order to enliven up business during the remain-
der of February, will offer the

Following Grand Bargains:

Good Dress Buttons, 1 cent per dozen ; Sewing Machine Needles,
1 cent each: good Pins, 1 cent per paper ; Torchon Lace, 1 cent per
yvard ; fine Tollet Soap, 2 cents a cake; job lot of Ribbons, closing
out at 5 cents a yard ; lovely Tips, worth 50 cents, now go at 5 cents;
Felt Hats only 10 cents; Best Dark Prints at 5 cents & yard ; g
Brown Cotton, § cents r yard; good Bleach Cotton cents per
yard; Ho Lonsdale, 1-2 cents; Tobacco Cotton 13-4 cents;
Checked Nainsook at § cents, worth 8 cents; Striped éotton Hose at
5 cents a alr;‘;mnd basting Thread, 5 cents Per dozen ; one lot of
odd sizes in Kid G loves, worth 75 cents to $1.25, now oniy 50 cents,

—BARGAINS IN ALL—

WOOLEN GOODS, JEANS 5 FLANNELS.

We are receiving new Spring Goods in every department; and
would be glad to have you call and examine our stock. We will take
great pleasure in convinecing you of the known fact that you can
save money by buying your Dry Goods at

McKRELL'S SPOT CASH STORE,

SUTTON STREET.

ATTENTION. FARMERS!

Bave your hoises and money by using the

Blair Separable Collar.

This Col'ur I e pevad at the tollom, ardl omm ands 1he
nitcntion ol ¢very covrumr er Gpon the el owh g 1actg
Fir =1t l-.- seDis skl g the Colla 2t the thront.
Feeoyv=Idtevolds the 1omoevin g o sneri=p ads hom
the € oilar.

Thhd=The pcdvantrger of potnirg op a Lollsr with
Thos tuptener, in cares B hioie 1] e borses s re Houbleso me,
Ir Wery grent. As 100 Macr g b it s s lop'y pertect, | ume
ardyXemive i, 1 is s fist-clnes, sll=wou) Kip, snd 1 he
price g ihe sime #s a0 ardinsry ! ollay, Every (ollur
WHirsLled snd entisiaction guatenteed, Forsule by

GEO. SCHROEDER,

Dealer In Harness and Saddles,
A full lipe of CollarsJHemeg, Chatns, &, 0t Jowest price,

New Stock of Wall Papers!

Bixi y-nne thousund bolis of Wall Paper our Hpri urchass, You will find we have the
Ao st prapers evel brought to this clry, u% aho I; Whoal we bad left from Inst
waon we wiil secl al any price and start the ball roll u*‘:: Quoling our new puorchsse of
Weil PapersatSeants nand u wm—:rn PR péTa, 100, A I8 not & removal sule,'but onr
W‘urle?trrrlmohu::“ we lutend lo unde 1 all othersy Call before the rush, as you can select

GBREENWOOD'S PAINT STORE.

'90-WOODLAND FARM STALLIONS-'30

Bl LY FAFIELD (four yeur-old trinl, 2:85) foaled 18§ ; shed hf Enfleld, 2:29, sire of
frnr L3 performer knd the d smis of elght, including 1he gréat campaigners Referer ce, 2:18,
Annle Ho &0, gand the greal lwo-y#ar-old Gambrel, 2058, First dem kndrowman, by Erle-
#0290 l‘-rcnm! duin by Dopaphin, by Old Pilot; thivd and fourth dsms 1horoughbre d.

NFIELD I« not only a trotier bat a great Individoal, eaptoring 8 number of first

preminms ks model rondster and herd stailion, Terms—828 to lusare, or 820 cush for the
w0, with p Iviiess Lo reinro,

YELLOW JAIl K T—The well-known Raddle Rialllan, slred by Wells' Yellow Jocket,
sire Toes. L. Youug, L8, snd others.  Dam by Shoot' ng ~tar. Further pedlgree at d de crip-
Stullion ever stond 1o Muson County, Termy—81u 1o insnve. For o her particalnrs pddress

fAwdm D.SAM WHITE, Woodland Farm, Heranard, Mason fennily Hy.

T |
| ) -
A u c I u N lon poneces s, wh hie I8 best Known and has taken more firsl preminms than any Saddle

S_A_ ' =1

JW.SPARKS

24 Market Street.

Beginning every afternoon at 2
p. m, and evening at 7.

DRYGOODS,

Notions, Carpets, OlljCUloths,[Win-
dow Shades; Hats, Caps, Gloves,
Blankets, &c.

Goods will be sold regardléss of
cost; also at private sale. Goods
at! auction prices; Come every-
body. Dadles cordiallyinvited.

J.W.Sparks &Bro.,

MARKET STREET.

.

RFM%V&L1 A Liberal Offer.
nm - i

FRICK GF THE FLIixie oF DaTys (0.)

[ - :

. .A.:—l.—.-’..f:'_a- New ORLEANS, LA, )

i Nortbert jErauch, Ul veland, O]
' ex et Ao bwo oy Lhe peXx' LYY duys. s!

M- ANNA FRAZ - 1w A e hervby umgres to fortell Ooe Nondred

rilnrs (F00) tor any ense of habltnal eonstls

ation, dyspepsia, blliousness, sick headuche

T.J. MCRAN,
PLUMBING,

wr phies that Eilsirof Pates will not cure,
PLIXIR OF DATEB CO.
|I'nrlmi¢- by J. J. Wood, Whelesale snd He-

maand e Fltting  YWaork Jone al ress- | AplBd

mabie rates, Headynaners on Wes side o
tarhel whicwe e Meanornomms s specindle

—— I)It, DYWITT €, YEAMNBLIN,

- Dentist,

Attorney and Counselorat Law . . @ sieet. ser

| door to PostofMios.

T H N.SMITE
DEINTIST!

Nexti jo Hank of Maysville,

all Dronggist,)

L W. GALUKAITH,
L]

Practicea In the Courts of Mason and ad-
joning countles Fromnt wltentjor peid ‘o
anilectinons

A.IDIII“ & NON,

GUN AND LOCESMITHS,
it Tald e vousitioy Bewiag Hreive

THE HOTEL EASTMAN,
HOT SPRINGS; ARK.
The largest and fibest RESORT HOTEL in/
America, with the finest bath bouses In Lhe
world conneoted, w owu (o r manage-
meat of Oy G. Barren,of White notain How |
m;z for season of 188, Japuary 16ih. Tickels
la be boueht via 8L, Louisand Lrow Movn-
Jain aad Southern i Wddwlu

(3as given 1n the painiess extraction of testh.

- r ™

zwersmis BLOCK,
T.J. CURLEY,

Artistie (‘Bandeliors, O] Lamps. Fte
Becond street, opposiie 8tate Nations) Bank.

CEORCE W: COOK,
House, Bign aud Ornamental

Painter and' Paver-Hanger.

(Shop morth ide of Fomris eiresh MiRely

DENTIST,




